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Food Retail and 
Wholesale

Agritech sector definition:
Focus of research and report

Research scope: While agritech and foodtech are both vital for ensuring 
resiliency and food security, the scope of this report is agritech. It is defined 
as technology and technological innovation in the farm sector. 
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The report aims to understand the agritech value 
proposition: What actions can policy-makers take 
to build capacity in the agritech sector?

What competitive advantages (if any) do firms in 
the industry enjoy by locating here? 

What challenges or barriers (if any) keep the region 
from being a more attractive place for agritech firms? 

1
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Research Approach 
Primary, qualitative research through interviews with CEOs, founders, 
senior executives of agritech firms in the region, supplemented by 
secondary research



Agritech firms develop technological solutions 
focused on the farm sector

Ag Biotech
Includes animal biotech, plant 

biotech, and plant and data analysis

Indoor Farming
Includes indoor 
farming components 
and systems, and 
indoor growing

Precision Ag
Includes farm management software, 
robotics and smart field equipment, 
drones and imagery analysis, and 
field internet of things (IoT)

Animal Ag
Includes aquaculture, 

pollination tech, livestock 
and land animal technology, 

and insect farming
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Ag Biotech

Indoor Farming

Precision Ag
Animal Ag

Examples of Metro Vancouver agritech firms:

Advanced Intelligent 
Systems
Argus Control 
Systems
BarrelWise
Beriqo

Clean Seed Capital 
Group
Ecoation
Elevated Signals
Ladybug Robotics
My Green Space

NeuPeak
Semios (unicorn)
Skaha Remote 
Sensing
This Fish
Verdi Agriculture

Aeroroot
Affinor Growers
AgriFORCE
AVA Technologies
CubicFarm Systems
Pontus WaterLentils
QuantoTech
TT Vancouver Tek and Grow

Anandia Lab
Bioform Technologies
Lucent Biosciences
Novobind Livestock 

Therapeutics
Ostara
Pace 49
Segra

Smart Earth Seeds
Terrabiogen
Technologies
Terramera

Enterra
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Key characteristics of agritech firms 
in the Metro Vancouver region:

Young and growing

Benefitting from early-stage support

Directly drawing upon the 
innovation ecosystem

Accessing diverse small-scale 
demonstration opportunities 

Looking to the US and elsewhere 
overseas for export opportunities
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AVA Technologies

Early-stage 
manufacturing

BC agriculture through 
technology

Agritech as an industry

Our research found three areas 
to focus on; we can advance the 
regional value proposition in 
agritech by strengthening:
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What we found
• Ecosystem of players is disconnected 
• Exporting to and accessing new markets is challenging
• Information on starting tech-based businesses not meeting the 

needs of start-ups

 Establish necessary relational infrastructure
 Create supports for early-stage firms to access 

new markets
 Improve resources for start-ups 

Recommendations

Strengthening Agritech as an Industry 
KEY AREA OF FOCUS #1:
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Strengthening BC Agriculture through Technology

What we found
• Farmers often lack the capital to invest in new technologies

Fund an easy-to-access government grant program 
that enables farmers to adopt made-in-BC agritech 
products and services

Recommendation

KEY AREA OF FOCUS #2:
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What we found
• Manufacturing and fast-prototyping gaps in the region act as a barrier 

to firms scaling up 

Create fast-prototyping and small-scale 
manufacturing capacity in the regionRecommendation

Strengthening Early-stage Manufacturing
KEY AREA OF FOCUS #3:
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Ecosystem building 
Technology adoption 
Manufacturing and prototyping support

Start-up and scale-up technical assistance

Export assistance and readiness

New market access

Talent pipeline and occupational analysis

Challenges and opportunities to advance the agritech sector are 
organized around 7 economic development-related themes.
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See “Recommendations 
Summary” on page 9 of 
the full report
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Read the full report:
investvancouver.ca



Opportunity, Amplified. In a region like no other.
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